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County Durham Landscape Guidelines: Trees 
Native Species by County Character Area 

 
 
Native Species by County Character Area 
 
When planting trees and shrubs in non-woodland situations – hedgerow and field trees, amenity planting 
– the use of native species, or species characteristic of the local landscape, helps to conserve local 
landscape character. 
 
The following pages give a list of native species found in each of the six County Character Areas. 
 

 
 
The following pages give a list of native species found in each of the six County Character Areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



County Durham Landscape Guidelines: Trees 
Native Species by County Character Area 

North Pennines 
 

Species Native to the North Pennines  
 

Major Species
 
Ash
Sessile Oak
Common Oak
Downy Birch
Silver Birch
Bird Cherry
Rowan
Common Alder
Wych Elm
Blackthorn
Hawthorn
Hazel
Holly
Juniper
Goat Willow
Grey Willow
Dog Rose
Elder
Gorse
Blackberry
Ivy

 
 

Minor Species
 
Aspen
Wild Cherry
Crab Apple
Yew
Crack Willow
Purple Willow
Bay Willow
Eared Sallow
Sral-Leaved Willow
Tea-Leaved Willow
Creeping Willow
Broom
Burnet Rose
Northern Dog Rose
Shepards Downy Rose
Soft Downy Rose
Gooseberry
Rasberry
Honeysuckle
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Native Species by County Character Area 

West Durham Coalfield 
 

Species Native to the West Durham Coalfield  
 

Major Species
 
Ash
Sessile Oak
Common Oak
Downy Birch
Silver Birch
Bird Cherry
Rowan
Common Alder
Wych Elm
Blackthorn
Hawthorn
Hazel
Holly
Broom
Dog Rose
Eared Willow
Goat Willow
Grey Willow
Elder
Gorse
Blackberry
Ivy

 
 

Minor Species
 

Aspen
Crab Apple
Guelder Rose
Juniper
Crack Willow
Purple Willow
Bay Willow
Osier
Tea-Leaved Willow
Hairy Dog Rose
Northern Dog Rose
Shepards Downy Rose
Soft Downy Rose
Wild Privet
Gooseberry
Rasberry
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Dales Fringe 
 

Species Native to the Dales Fringe  
 

Major Species
 

Ash
Sessile Oak
Common Oak
Downy Birch
Silver Birch
Bird Cherry
Rowan
Wild Cherry
Common Alder
Wych Elm
Blackthorn
Hawthorn
Hazel
Holly
Goat Willow
Grey Willow
Dog Rose
Elder
Gorse
Blackberry
Ivy

 
 

Minor Species
 
Aspen
Crab Apple
Yew
Guelder Rose
Bay Willow
Eared Sallow
Osier
Purple Willow
Tea-Leaved Willow
Northern Dog Rose
Shepards Downy Rose
Gooseberry
Wild Privet
Broom
Raspberry
Honeysuckle
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Native Species by County Character Area 

Tees Lowlands 
 

Species Native to the Tees Lowlands  
 

Major Species
 

Ash
Common Oak
Silver Birch
Wych Elm
Common Alder
Rowan
Blackthorn
Hawthorn
Hazel
Holly
Dog Rose
Elder
Goat Willow
Grey Willow
Crack Willow
Guelder Rose
Blackberry
Honeysuckle
Ivy
Ivy

 
 

Minor Species
 
Black Popular
Field Maple
Aspen
Downy Birch
Crab Apple
Sessile Oak
Wild Cherry
Wild Privet
Bay Willow
Eared Sallow
Osier
Purple Willow
White Willow
Broom
Dogwood
Gorse
Hairy Dogrose
Northern Dog Rose
Sherards Downy Rose
Spurge Laurel
Rasberry
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East Durham Limestone Plateau 
 

Species Native to the East Durham Limestone Plateau  
 

Major Species
 
Ash
Common Oak
Wych Elm
Silver Birch
Hawthorn
Blackthorn
Hazel
Elder
Goat Willow
Grey Willow
Guelder Rose
Dog Rose
Blackberry
Honeysuckle
Ivy

 
 

Minor Species
 
Aspen
Common Alder
Downy Birch
Field Maple
Rowan
Sessile Oak
Small-Leaved Lime
Wild Cherry
Yew
Bay Willow
Crack Willow
Dark Leaved Willow
Eared Sallow
Osier
White Willow
Broom
Burnet Rose
Hairy Dogrose
Northern Dogrose
Sherards Downy Rose
Soft Downy Rose
Dogwood
Gooseberry
Holly
Spindle
Spurge Laurel
Wild Privet
Raspberry
Honey Suckle
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Wear Lowlands 
 

Species Native to the Wear Lowlands  
 

Major Species
 

Ash
Sessile Oak
Common Oak
Downy Birch
Silver Birch
Rowan
Wild Cherry
Wych Elm
Common Alder
Crab Apple
Blackthorn
Hawthorn
Hazel
Holly
Eared Willow
Goat Willow
Grey Willow
Elder
Gorse
Broom
Dog Rose
Blackberry
Honeysuckle
Ivy

 
 

Minor Species
 
Aspen
Small-Leaved Lime
Crack Willow
Dogwood
Gooseberry
Guelder Rose
Wild Privet
White Willow
Bay Willow
Osier
Purple Willow
Hairy Dogrose
Sherards Downey Rose
Soft Downey Rose
Northern Dogrose
Juniper
Rasberry
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